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The  Soomes  -  Somes  -  Solmes  Family 


O 


Richord  Somes  was  bom  in  England   in  I695.      It   is  believed  his   birth- 
place vr.s  London.      According  to  family  tradition  he  enlisted   in  the  British 
Navy.     On  the  arrival  of  his   ship,   on  one  of  its   voya-  es  at  the  port  of  ITei; 
York,   he  determined  to  try  his   fortune  in  the  Ilev  '.'orld.      He  married,   uith  a 
license,   Maria   Garrison  at  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church  in  Nev'  York  Oity  on 
February  25>    1725.      I't  is   believed   she  iras  the  daughter  of  John  and  Bridget 
(Ookloy)   Gar-ison  (Garritsen,    Gerritzsen),    and  granddaughter  of  Dirck 
Garretsen  of  V/est  Chester,   Nev;  York.      In  1726  or  before,    Richard  and  his  wife 
removed   from  their  legendary  Long  Island  home  to  Phillip sburg,   near  Tarrytovm, 
"estchester  County,   II.   Y.     On  ITov.   4,    1747»   he  purchased   of  Philip  VerPlanck 
of  Cortlandt  Manor,   ''estchecter  Co.,    property  in  the  Rombout  Patent,   Dutchess 
Coimty,   IT.   Y.     Kis  two  children' were:      Rebecca,    baptized  June  4,    1726  at  the 
Sleepy  Kollov;  Church,  Tarryto^m;   mar.  ITov.    I5,    1740,    Isaac  Jewel,    and  hcd  at 
least  one  son,    "-ichard,      and 

Samuel  Soames    (as  he  spelled  his  name),   baptised  Api?il  27,    1723,   at  the  Sleepy 
Hollov;  Church.      In  17''lS  he  mar.   Elizabeth  Gonckling,    b.    17>1.  Issue: 

1.  Richard,    b.   Oct.    17,    1750,  mar.   1st   I769  Martha  ^ewell;   mar.   2nd  Elizabeth 

Griffin  (1746-1324).     He  moved   in  1790  to  Saratoga   County  but  it  appears 
he  returned  to  Dutchess  Coujity  prior  to  1799.      Issue  by  1st  wife: 

A.  Samuel,    b.    1772,  mar.   Elizabeth  Ludlow,   and  liad  7  sons,    1  dau. 

Son  Abraham  mar.   Mary  Ann  Harrison  of  Gtielph,   Qnt.,    and   finally 
settled   in  Iov:a .      Son  Harvey  is   believed  to   be  the  Harvey  T;ho  set. 
at  V.'aupoos,   Prince  Ed:rard  County,   Ont.   and  his  only  knovm  male 
descendant  is  Dr.   Frederick  Solmes  of  Detroit. 

B.  "Engeltie"    (Angelica),   Anna,    b.    1774,  mar.   Jacob  Cronlc,    son  of  Abraham 

C:-onlc,   and   settled   in  Sophia sburgh,   P.    E.    Co.  One  son,   Samuel  D. 

C.  Elizabeth,    b.  June  l4,    1776,  mar.   Samuel  Cronk,    and  had  9  or  10  child   en. 

They  did  not  come  to  Upper  Canada. 

D.  Johji,   who  was   said  to  hasre  left  home  yoimg  and  never  heard   from  again. 

'^ichard's   issue  by  2nd  vdfe: 

E.  Martha,    b.   Sept.    18,    1735,  mar.  Daniel  Grant,   2  sons,   4  dous. 

2.  Timothy,   b.  Ju^e  9,    1752,   d.    1322,  mar.    Anns   Andrus,    I76O-I355.      Settled  at 

Argyle,   '.'ashington  County,  IT-  Y.    ,    and  had  2  daus.   4  sons.     Three  sons 
d.   y.,    and  4th  son  Jonas'   t-'o  sons  d.   in  inf. 
5.  Nathaniel,    b.  '^pril  5,    1754,    d.   Sept.    19,    1349,  mar.   Lydia  Dorland,   nee 

"icketson,    b.  Dec.   21,    1754,   d.  May  l4,    1820.     A  Nathaniel  was   listed  in 
the  1790  Census  of  Dutchess   County  as  the  head  of  a   household. 
Nathaniel  and  ^uillaume  Denarest  were  believed  to  have  led  an  overland 
Expedition  of  several  families  to  Upper  Canada   after  the  Rev.  V'ar  - 
date  unlcnov.Ti.      Census  of  Adol-^hustovm  lists  Nathaniel  as   living  there 
bet"  een  1794  and   1797  inclusive.      He  received  a    land   grant  from  the 
Crovm  of  Lot  vrlO  in  Sophiasburgh,   P.    E.   Co.,  which  w;_-s   registered   l8th 
March,    130^.      He  joined  the  British  forces  on  the  outbreak  of  the  '.'ar  of 
Defense  of  1312,    and  took  his  part  in  the  Battle  of  Lujidy's   Lane. 
Jonathan  and   Elizabeth  Dorland,   children  of  L^rdia   and  her  first  husband 
Gilbert  Dorland,   went  to  Cana:'a   with  Nathaniel  and  Lydia.     Elizabeth  vrss 
the  2nd  wife  of  James  No::on,   1765-1342.     Nathaniel's  children: 

A.  ^arah,    d.    I785.     Mrs.  McOlellan's   Genealogy  gives   Sarah's  decth-year  as 

1794,   v.'hich  according  to  census    records  appears  more  correct. 

B.  Mary,    173^-1341,  mar.  John  Trumpour,    settled   in  Hillier  Tovmship,   R.E.Co, 

and  bjjd   5  sons,     2  daus. 

C.  Meribeth,    1734-1866,  mar.   I8O5,  Thomas  Dorland  Appleby,    1730-1865,   and 

lies   buried  in  ^h^nnonville  Cemetery.     4  sons,      6  daus. 

D.  Gilbert  Dorland,    I786-I865,  mar.   Catherine  Kimmerly,   and   settled   in  the 

Toimship  of  Richmond,   Hastings  Couiity.     Had  5  sons   and  5  daus.  who 
married   and   settled  around  Peterborough,   Deseronto  and  Madoc. 
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5.  ITnthaniel's  children,      continued: 

E,    Richcrd,    1787-1367,  mor.   Lydia   Cronl:,   nee  Barker,    1735-1351,   dau. 

of  David  Barker,     Lydia 's   first  husband  v:v.s   Reuben  Oronlc,    son  of 
Abraham  Cronlc.     ''dchard  purchased  Lot  #11,   property  adjoining  his 
father's   homestead.      In  I865  ^chard  granted  a   parcel   of  lend  to 
the  district  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  upon  it  a   church,   the 
deed   for  v;hich  '73s   not  re  -iste-ed  until   \9^h.     His  children: 

a.  Reuben  Oronlc,   d.   Oct.    I6,    1839,    a^ed  Ih  years,   m.ir.  Mary  Jane 

Goyille,   d.  Hov,   27,    1875?    in  the  ^^6th  ye?3r  of  her  a,^ej    set. 
Sophia sburgh,    and   later  retired  to  Belleville.     ITo   isr:uo. 

b.  David  Barker,   b.   Ifcy  20,    1317,   d.   Jsn.    50,    I9OO,  mar.    1st  Oct.  2, 

1358,   Suson  Lazier,   b.   1319,   d.   iipril  2,    I855,   dau.   of  Jolin 
Lazier,   and  granddau.   of  ITicholas  Jacobus  Lazier,    b.    1759» 
David  B.  mar.   2nd  June  15,    1354,   M^ry  Eliza   Stinson,    b.   1351, 
d.   A-ril   14,    1906,   dau.   of  David,    173.o-l370,  (and    ^achael  ■'. 
Young,    I793-I895)  Stinson  of  Halloviell,    and  granddau.   of 
Daniel,    17^5  (ond  Dorcas   Oonger  17-^^)  Young,    of  East  Lake; 
grert-granddau.   of  Oapt.   Jolin,    1753-1315  and  Eli-.sbeth  1729- 
1796,    Stinson,    of  Dujibarton,  Nev;  Hampshire,   and  Oolonel  Henry 
1757   (and  Miss  Lam-^man)  Young  of  Husack  in  northern  He".;  York. 
D:  vid  B.    served  his  dvity  in  1366  in  rdpelling  the  Fenian  "aid, 
and  during  this  -.rar  was   advanced   in  ranlc  to  captain  (and 
major?).     His   children- by  1st  i:ife: 

a)  Olive  Rebecca,   ^rss  the  2nd  wife  of  ^onald  Fraaer,    b.   in  Picton, 

son  of  Col,  Jnmes  Fieser;    set.   in  Montreal.      Child"  en: 

1)  Donald  Frasor,    b.    1367,      d.   y. 

2)  Roderick  Mackenzie  Frcser,   b.    1369,   had   1   son,   unl-cnoim. 
5)  David  Eraser,    b.    1371,   unmar.   d.   ab,   55  yea/'S   of  3"e. 

5)  Robert  Fraser,    b.    I875,  mar.  Kit  Phillips   of  Belleville, 

set.  Montreal.        Ohild   en: 

(a)  Helen  Fraser,  mar.   Stanley  Vipond,    Helen  d.   at   birth 

of  her  2nd  child  and  Stanley  2  weeks   later. 
Children:      Fraser  and  Jolm  Vipond. 

(b)  M^ry  Fraser,  mar.  Dr.  J,   C.   Gemeroy,      no   issue. 
4)  Frarfc  Fraser,    b.    1375>   physician,   unnar. 

6)  Lome  Fraser,    b.    1377 >      '.'ife  and  adopted  dau.   unlcnovm. 

7)  Louise  Fraser,   b.  llarch  9,    1379,  mar.  Dr.   Charles  K.   P. 

Henry,    b.    1877,   d.    1949,   Chief  Surpeon  at  the 
Montreal  General  Hospital.     ITo  issue. 

b)  David  Bishop,   d.    1355,   aged  5  months. 

David   B.'s   issue  by  2nd  xrife: 

c)  Susan  Jrne  (Jennie),   b.   I855,   d.   June  20,    1383,  mar.  Dr.   Guy 

Reuben  Cook,    set.   Syi-gcuse.     One  son:      Reuben  Clayton 
Solmes   Cook,    1832-19^0,    '.'ho  mar.   and   set.   at  Hew  'oodstock, 
near  Syracuse,    and  had   one  son,   James   R.   Cook. 

d)  Reuben  Clayton,    b.  ITov.   25,    1858,   d.   ^^^ril  26,    1885,  mar. 

Florence  Louisa   Church,    1853-1391,    dau.   of  '..'illiam  and 
(Phocbe  .^inn  Hubbs)  "^hurch  of  Picton.     Children: 

1)  David  Reeinald,   b.   1331,  mar.   a  Miss  DeLong,    and  had  2 

sons,   Cla^rcon  and  Ernest  Solnes. 

2)  Marion  Church,   b.   I885,  mar.    1st  ^^rthur  D.   Cotter,   and 

2nd  Mr.  Maridck,    children  by  each  husband. 

e)  Franlclin  Stevenson,   b.  May  27,   1360,    d.  Jan.   28,    1955,  D^ar. 

Jessie  Dora   Fo::,   b.   Aug.   26,    1366,   d.  Sept.   24,    1956,   set. 
on  his   grandfather's   homestead,   then  Belleville  and  finally 
at  Batavia,  IT.    Y.      He  had   2  children  -  my  brother, 
David  Burton  and  myself. 
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5.  ^othaniel  Solmes,      continued 

E.  Richard  Solves,      continued 

b.  David  Barker  Solmes   issue,      continued: 

f)  Lydia  Margaret  (Lillie),    b.    1862,   d.   -Aug.    19,    1951,     mar.  Dr. 
George  Clinton,   d.    195^,    set.   Belleville,   and  hod   1  dau, 
Jean  Clinton,   of  Chico[;;o,  unmar. 

g)  Pdcha   d   RusG'-ll,   b.   1864,   d.   1908,  mar.  Mary  Grace  Sprague,   dau.   of 
i\lbro  H.   and   (Harriet.   L.   Baker)  Sprague  of  Picoon.        Issue: 

1)  Clajrton  Spra^oie,    b.    1391,   d.    1955,   mar.   Mary  Elizabeth  O'Connor, 
set.   Oshara.     T--o  children: 

(1)  Gerald   '^ussell,  mar.  Jesnne  Vincent  of  Scult  Ste.   Marie. 
Physician,    set.  Toronto.     2  adopted   children. 

(2)  iir.ry  Elizabeth,    b.   ab.    1Q24,  mar.   '.'ilfred  V.'.  Vfeber. 
:.■  Issue  in  1950:      M^ry  Eileen,    b.   194?. 

2)  George  Clinton,    b.   1394,   d.    1950,  mar.   Mildred  Porker,    set. 
Peterborough,      no  issue. 

5)  Olive  Margaret,    b.   1395,     mar.   Albert  Hare,    set.   Picton, 

2  daus.      Margaret  and  Doris  Hare. 
h)  Dora   Stinson,    b.    1397,  mar.  Ken  '.'clker,    set.  Demorestville, 

2  daus.      Grace  Elizabeth  and  Marjorie  Olive  Eleanor  '.'cllter. 

c.  Rebecca  D.,    b.   ab.   1820,     mar.   Samuel  R.   Brooks.      2  sons: 

a)  Richard  A.   Brooks,  mar.   Cynthia  Del^Iille,      no   issue. 

b)  Albert  J.   Brooks,   mar.  Nellie  Huyck,      2  sons      1  dau. 

d.  Lydia  Margaret,   b.    I825,   d.    1900,   2nd  wife  of  Philip  F.  8anniff,   b. 
1821,    d.    1911,   Bursar  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb   Institute   (now  the  Ontario 
School   for  the  De:3f )   in  Belleville.      1  dau.      5  sons. 

F.  Jane,  b.  1789,  d.  I856,  mar.  Peter  Lazier,  b.  1786,  son  of  Nicholas  Jacobus 
hrA  (Charity  Conl-ilin)  Lazier  who  mar.  1771  at  Yonlcers,  N.  Y.  Peter  and 
Jane  set.   bet^'een  Demorectville  and  Picton.      8  daus.     5  sons. 

G.  Lydia,   b.    1792,    d.    1376,  mar.   Caleb  Garrison,    set.    in  Hastings   County, 
end  had   5  sons,      4  daus. 

H.   Samuel,   b.    1794,   d.    1879,   mar.    1st  Eleanor  Cotter,    and  2nd  Lydia   Osborne, 

set.  Northport,     no   is  cue. 
I.   Sarah,    b.    1797,    d.    1374,   mar.  Jolin  I.   DeMille,    1795-1374,    set.   ITorthport. 

9  daus.      4  sons, 
J.  Timothy,      b.    1300,      d.    1315. 

Samuel  Soames   issue,      continued: 

4.  Dorcas,    b.   175^,   <!•    1773,    1st  wife  of  Enoch  Borland,    son  of  Samuel  Dorland,   Sr, 
of  Beelcman,   Dutchess  Co.,   N.    Y,     Had   1   son:      Gilbert  E.  Dorland  who  mar. 
Jr^ne  Hsgeman,    and  had  8  sons,      4  daus. 
5«  Jonas,    b.   1753,      d.    1791,    in  Dutchess  Co.,      unmar. 

6.  Stephen,      b.    1759,   mar.  Mary  Vermilyea,    set.   Saratoga   County,  N.    Y.,   and  had 

4  daus.     6  sons, 

7.  Rebscca,   b.   I76I,   d.    I3l6,    1st  wife  of  Samuel  Dorland,   Jr.,    set.    in  Beeloaan, 

9   sons,      2  daus. 

8.  Phila,    b.    I765,  mar.  Jolin  Pine,      5  sons,      1  dau. 

9.  Mary,      b.    I765,   mar.   ^evi  Canniff,    set.  Dutchess  Co.,   N.    Y.     2  sons. 

10.  Isaac,    b.    1761,  mar.  Dorcas  Jones.      It  is   believed  he  moved  to  New  Hope,   near 

Newburgh,  N.   Y.   aroiind   I8OI.      5  sons,      4  daus. 

11.  John,    b,    1769,      left  home  young. 
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21  July  1965 


Derr  Dr.   Burleigh: 

Just  Q   note  to   say  many  thanlcs  to  you.      I 
did   indeed  apr)reci3te  the  time  and   interest  you 
gave  me  when  I  called  to   see  you  last  week.      It  is 
seldom  there  is   such  vital   interest  and  fine 
generosity  to  be  found. 

I  have  betvreen  sixty  and   seventy  pages  on  the 
family,   vrith  many  details  v/hich  I  believe  vrauld  not 
be  of  special  interest  to  your  records,    so   I  have 
written  dovm  the  items  that  would  appear  to  be 
essential  to  you. 

Much  as   I  dislilce  to  give  up  the  thought 
which  I  held,   that  Nathaniel  had  been  a  Loyalist, 
I  vdll  have  to  do   so.     The  apparent  fact  that  he 
was  in  Dutchess  County  in  1790  and  your  census 
list  of  /idolphustov/n  stating  he  xiras  there  when  I 
had  believed  he  was   in  Prince  Edward  County  - 
these  records  one  has  to  accept,    rather  than  those 
of  memory  or  tradition,    such  as  the  "Pioneer  Life 
on  the  Bay  of  Quint e" . 

Mrs.  Anna  Somes  McClellan,    in  her  genealogy, 
stated  that  my  grandfather,  David  B.   Solmes,   had 
been  a  I'Wber  of  Parliament  in  1366,      I  had  never 
heard  my  parents  mention  this,    so   rather  doubt  her 
record.      She  may  have  confused  him  vdth  his   father- 
in-lav;,   David  Stinson,   v/ho»  I  believe  had  been  a 
Member  at  one  time.     Do  you  knov?? 

Perhaps  you  may  find   some  errors   in  this 
record.     Perhaps  there  are  more  details  you  xrauld 
wish.      I  shall  be  pleased  to  answer  anything  I  can. 

VJith  kind   regards, 


Sincerely, 


^T> 


50  Tracy  Avenue 
Batavia  N.  Y. 
14020 
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